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Trevithick Day 2019 

Summary 

Merthyr Tydfil was central to the development of the Steam and Industrial history of Britain. The 
first time a steam engine ran on rails and pulled heavy loads was on the 21st February 1804. The 
track ran from the Penydarren Ironworks to the Canal Basin at Abercynon. 
 
Trevithick Day is now an annual event in Merthyr Tydfil on the 21st February. 
 
To commemorate the event a team convened from Wellbeing@Merthyr, Merthyr Tydfil Heritage 
Forum, the Rights of Way Officer from MTCBC to work on a joint project. 
 

Project Aims 

Merthyr Tydfil has received on-going bad publicity for social problems, which potentially makes 
inhabitants less proud to be from Merthyr Tydfil, and deters visitors to the town. The project aimed 
to:- 

 Promote a sense of ‘civic pride’ where people from Merthyr Tydfil learnt about the history of 
the surviving industrial landmarks in the town and area.  

 Promote Merthyr Tydfil as a good place to visit because of its heritage.  

 Help to strengthen and sustain a diverse economy through tourism, in Merthyr Tydfil. 

 Help to give children the best start in life, by helping them to develop their written, and, 
communication skills. 

The Project 

Merthyr Tydfil Public Libraries organised a writing competition for Key Stage 2 children, from schools 
in Merthyr Tydfil. To promote the take-up of the competition by schools in MTCBC, the Education 
Officer, Ben Price, at Cyfarthfa Museum offered free workshops on ‘Life in Victorian Times’ to the 
first four schools to respond. The Rights of Way Officer, Beth Jones,  then offered workshops by the 
actor Tony Thomas, who played Richard Trevithick, at the Trevithick Tunnel. 
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Project Results 

 

Over 120 children participated in the two sets of workshops. One of the sessions with Tony Thomas 
was livestreamed by Corporate Communications. The livestreaming caused a lot of interest, and, the 
Rights of Way Officer commissioned a further ‘Trevithick Experience’ by Tony Thomas. The 
additional workshop took place on Trevithick Day – 21st February 2019 – and attracted 30+ people. 
 
Four winners were identified by the judging panel. The prize for the winning contestants in the 

competition was to have their story read to them by the actor Steve Speirs who is originally from 

Merthyr Tydfil. On Trevithick Day, the winner and the authors of three Highly Commended entries 

were invited to Cyfarthfa Castle. Steve Speirs read the entries to the children, and presented them 

with their winners’ certificates. The event was filmed by students from Merthyr College, and a short 

film of the event was released on Facebook. 

Winner: Ellie, Gwaunfarren Primary School 

Highly Commended: Taylor, Ysgol Rhyd Y Grug 
   Mia, Cyfarthfa Primary School 
   Finley, Heolgerrig Community Primary School 
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The winning entries were also put on display at the Red House in Merthyr Tydfil. 

Next Steps 

 

17th April 2021 will mark 250 years since Richard Trevithicks’ birth, and, 21st February 2024 will mark 
220 years after the running of the Penydarren steam engine. 
 
Plans are in place to for the Merthyr Tydfil Heritage Trust to apply for funding to prepare and publish 
a new leaflet on the Trevithick Trail. As well as promoting Merthyr Tydfil as a place to visit, this could 
also help to make Merthyr Tydfil a healthier place by encouraging local people to walk the Trevithick 
Trail. 
 
Promote the competition more widely next year, so that more schools are encouraged to take part. 
 


